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SCHOOL COUNCIL MINUTES OF MEETING 
October 19, 2023 

1-3 p.m. 
 
Present: Alex Hoagland, Arjumand Siddiqi, Audrey Laporte, Bev Essue, Boriana Miloucheva, 
Brice Kiumi, C. Shen, Camelia Zakaria, Carol Strike, Daniel Grace, Dionne Gesink, Ellen 
Sokoloff, Emily Seto, Erica Di Ruggiero, Hailey Banack, Jennifer Brooks, Jennifer Gibson, 
Jeremy Scott, Kazumi Tsuchiya, Kristina Meriel, Kuan Liu, Lissa Ceolin, Mavic Galicia, Nadia 
Ismail, Obinna Ezeani, Paul Bozek, Pierre Lee, Pierrette Buklis, Rafal Kustra, Roberta Timothy, 
Robin Hurst, Ross Upshur, Sara Allin, Shaza Fadel, Sue Bondy, Tedd Konya, Ted Witek, Tina 
Smith, Wendy Lou, Whitney Berta, Zara Shakeri Hossein Abad 
 
 
1. Call to Order and Land Acknowledgement. Paul Bozek called the meeting to order 
and did the acknowledgment of the University’s use of traditional land.  
 
2. Presentation/Approval of the Agenda. Paul presented the agenda. A motion to approve 
by Pierrette Buklis and seconded by Jennifer Gibson. Agenda approved.  
 
3. Review/Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting June 15, 2023. Paul presented the 
minutes from June 15 meeting. A motion to approve by Pierrette Buklis and seconded by 
Jennifer Gibson. Minutes were approved.  
 
4. Business Arising: 
 Membership Slate 
Paul confirmed that membership for the Executive Committee of the School Council, the School 
Council Education Student Awards Committee and the full School Council is being finalized and 
will be shared with the group. Members will be notified of the start and end dates of their terms. 
 
5. New Business: 
a. EDU-C proposal: Collaborative Centre for Climate, Health & Sustainable Care 
Ross Upshur (on behalf of Fiona Miller) did a brief presentation on the proposal to establish a 
collaborative center for climate, health and sustainable care as an EDU-C, a partnership between 
the DLSPH, the Temerty Faculty of Medicine, the Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing and the Leslie 
L. Dan Faculty of Pharmacy. Ross reported that the proposal has been approved at the highest 
level of governance at the Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Pharmacy. A motion to 
approve by Erica Di Ruggiero and seconded by Jennifer Gibson. Proposal passed through poll 
vote with a total of 12 votes in favour of approval of the proposal, none against. 
 
 
6. Standing Items: 
 
a. School Council Education and Student Awards Committee 
Sue Bondy noted the minor modification courses approved at the SCESAC meeting of 
September 20, 2023: 



• Minor modifications: MSc and PhD programs, Clinical Epidemiology and Healthcare 
Research (CEHCR); Reading course to regular course [HAD7002H] (A. Hoang-Kim)  
• Minor modifications: MSc program, Health Systems Leadership and Innovation (HSLI): 
Change to Modular [HAD 2003H – Part 1 & HAD2002H – Part 2] (G. Anderson)  
• Minor modifications: MSc program, Quality Improvement and Patient Safety (QIPS) 
Reading course to regular course [HAD3035H] (P. Trbovich, S. Pinkney)  
• Minor modifications: Graduate programs, Applied Spatial Statistics for Public Health 
Data; New course [CHL5232H] (E. Ge)  
• Minor modifications: Graduate programs, Public Health (PH) Impact, Trust and 
Communications; New course [CHL5020H] (R. Steiner)  
• Minor modifications: MSc Biostatistics Emphasis in Artificial Intelligence and Data 
Science, Adding course [CHL5231H] to program requirements (T. Panzarella)  

SCESA committee approved the minor modifications on behalf of Council and changes were 
made on ROSI/ACORN and websites. 

 
b. CAO’s Update 
No update from Robin Hurst except that there were ongoing discussions with the Provost’s 
Office regarding the annual budget at this time and more information will be shared with the 
group in due course 
 
c. Associate Dean, Research Update 
Erica DiRuggiero reported on the following priorities for the DLAPH Office of Research:  

- Continue the trend of sustained year over year increase in research funding  
- Increase NSERC funding by support to new faculty  
- Addition of new team member to support faculty with their award applications and 

nominations 
- Continue to offer lunch and learns 

A brief presentation followed that gave a snapshot of the DLSPH research funding patterns over 
the grant years.  
 
d. Associate Dean, Academic Affairs Update  
Dionne Gesink’s brief covered an update on the Good Standing guideline, Program delivery 
assessment, the UTQAP external review, collaborative specializations review, recruitment and 
admissions targets. The draft Good Standing guideline was shared with the group and feedback 
was solicited. The topic generated good discussion on both IHPME and PHS side and in the 
interest of time it was agreed that members should reach out to Dionne with their specific 
comments on the guideline. There was consensus that the supervisory committee meeting reports 
will need to be revamped to align with the new guideline and also that all guidelines should be 
easily accessible on the DLSPH website. Dionne updated members that Rob Schwartz will not 
be leading the Public Health Policy collaborative specialisation from next year and that the 
Community Development collaborative specialization will no longer be offered. Regarding, 
UTQAP, it was mentioned that responses from the DLSPH community will be solicited early 
next year and a draft report summarizing these responses will be presented in January, 2024. 
 
e.  Dean’s Update 



France Gagnon in her address took a moment to reflect on the deep impact of the conflict in the 
Middle East on communities and called up members to think about how we can build bridges, 
how we can foster a mutual respect among each other in our classrooms, and how to work 
together towards a peaceful solution of conflicts. France also reminded members of resources at 
the faculty and university levels should faculty, staff and students need support during this 
difficult time.  
 
 
f. IHPME Director Update 
Audrey Laporte emphasized on the potential for optimization of resources and sharing of 
opportunities to build new capacities and foster greater sense of community across the faculty 
and the university. The future will be driven by achieving these economies of scale across the 
board and the DLSPH was moving well in that direction. 
 
7. Update from Student Associations 
 
a. PHSA 
Members were informed that the Student buddy program that matches an incoming student with 
an upper year student for mentoring purposes will be launched soon. 
 
 
8. Update from the Alumni 
 
a. PHAA and IHPME Society of Grads 
There was no update from the Alumni groups. 
 
9. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn meeting from Dionne Gesink and seconded by Wendy Lou. Meeting 
adjourned. Next meeting date will be announced soon.  


