Who'’s Afraid of Al? Arts, Sciences, and the Futures of Intelligence

The BMO Lab and University College are hosting an

interdisciplinary Al conference on October 23 2025. On

October 22 2025, University of Toronto students from Undergraduate Prize
across its arts & sciences programs will gather at $750
University College to discuss and debate Al and what it

means for them. To be selected as speakers during this

student event, undergraduate and graduate students Graduate Prize
must submit either a short essay (<900 words) or $1,000
software/artwork accompanied by a short rationale (<400

words) answering the following prompt:

How can the humanities and the social sciences guide future Al research? or
How can Al research contribute to understanding and radically improving the
human condition?

Only individual submissions will be accepted and they should straddle disciplinary
boundaries between the arts and the sciences. How can a discipline actively working with
Al benefit from disciplines where technology is secondary? What can a discipline focused
on human questions learn from departments working with machines? Submissions’
arguments should be specific, with a strong commentary that identifies and elaborates on
a neglected connection between disparate fields.

All notable runners-up will be invited to share their ideas on Oct 22 as speakers during
the forum. Results will be revealed at the event in the presence of our main conference
distinguished speakers. All submissions will be first reviewed by the BMO Lab and top
candidates will be forwarded to a special committee that includes faculty members in the
arts and the sciences. More on toronto2025.ai. Submit to toronto2025qi@gmail.com or
by using the QR code below.
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