3¢ mitacs

Innovation in Public Health —
Practicum Placement
Opportunities through Mitacs

Modupe Olufemi, MSc

Advisor, Business Development

9 June 2026

University of Toronto, Dalla Lana School of Public Health

¢ mitacs



A Brief Introduction to
Mitacs and its Programs
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Vlsmn

A strong and resilient
Canadian economy powered
by ideas, talent, and
innovation.

Mission

To drive industry-academic collaboration,

deploy skilled talent, and build innovation
capacity to strengthen Canada’s
productivity and global competitiveness.




Mitacs enables organizations and researchers build capacity
through our programs
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We are flexible!

Start small...

(" N
[ 1 Trainee 1 1 Researcher
& J
[ A } fl partner company\
Project L )
[ $15,000 }
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We are flexible!

needed (concurrently or
sequentially)

v
L As many blocks as

/

Tackle more complex
projects & achieve long
term goals

(&
v
L Set up talent

pipeline
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and scale up...

A

Multi-intern and/or multi-year
project that aligns with your
challenge and R&D roadmap

- J

7

Add multiple partner
companies, researchers acrogs
Canada and internationally*

- J

*Specific limitations may apply




Funding model across Accelerate & BSI

N e

Partner

organization
investment

Mitacs cost-
sharing

Mitacs Award

Partner Organization
investment starts at

S5k or $7.5k* $10k or $15k*

Preceptor contribution will

be subject to per 4-6 months
administrative fees if block

contribution is $7.5k

3‘ m itqcs *A $10k funding model exists for post-doctoral fellows doing
Accelerate projects, generating a $20k award.




Project Examples and
Opportunities
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The Business Strategy Internship (BSI) is versatile in its
applications

@ o
Development Optimize process Develop strategies ff)r
New deployment of public

health interventions,
technology/software/ for healthcare knowledge translation
hardware prototype

operations

Improving workflows

odernize practices
of the organization
(EDI, management,

Market Research
to assess appetite
for new
interventions

robotics etc.)
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BSI Project Example — Research Data Monetization Strategy

The Bloorview Research Institute, collaborated with an
IHPME student to identify opportunities to monetize the
sharing of its vast research data reserves, without
compromising ethical standards.

The intern was able to compare how other institutions in
Canada, the UK, and Australia monetize their data and

any relevant governance structures in place for doing so.
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Accelerate & BSI Project Examples — Emerging Event

Classification System

BlueDot Global collaborated with a MScAC student
to support the deployment of fine-tuned large
language models (LLMSs) in their infectious disease
surveillance system.

The intern was able to set up a data pipeline to
process relevant news reports and other articles
that could help identify the prevalence, location, and
mortality rates of a given infectious disease
outbreak.

BlueDot has collaborated with several students from

Dalla Lana on similar projects to improve outbreak
surveillance efforts on subsequent BSI projects.
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BSI Project Example — Exploring Compassionate Care While
Scaling Digital Health Innovations

Women’s College Hospital partnered with two Dalla
Lana practicum students in the health promotion
stream to identify barriers and opportunities for
scaling Al and digital-based health interventions
while maintaining compassion and patient-centered
care.

The students developed interview guides to capture
the experiences of 15-20 patients with lived
experience and used the insights from these
interviews to inform strategic communications for
WCH staff and their stakeholders.
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BSI Project Example — Hospitals within a High Performing
Health System

l Ontario
Hospital
| Association

Ontario Health Association explored the role of
hospitals within civil society, and what a modern
view of high performing health systems is, among
other emerging pressing issues facing domestic
and global health systems.

The students are involved with a literature review to
identify definitions, frameworks, and applications of
"Health Learning Systems" to inform application of
terms internally and externally to the OHA. They
also contribute to a summary brief and knowledge
translation plan among other tasks.
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BSI Project Example — Health and healthcare of people with neurodevelopmental disabilities and
their families

The Azrieli Centre at CAMH focuses on improving care for adults
with neurodevelopmental disabilities, their family caregivers and
paid care providers.

One project is a pan-Canadian multiple case study to evaluate
implementation of a dementia screening program in community
agencies. Students support a multi-method evaluation utilizing
data from a chart audit, document review and qualitative
interviews.

Students also analyze quantitative evaluation data from a
national virtual brain health promotion program for adults with
neurodevelopmental disabilities and their caregivers.

A third project is a mixed methods study, including health
administrative data and qualitative interviews, to identify
effective models of primary care for patients with
neurodevelopmental disabilities.

¢ mitacs
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Mitacs BSI powers the Lab2Market (L2M) Validate & Launch

Programs

L2M

your idea as a
business

Think your idea has potential? As a researcher, you may be curious as to if
your idea has potential in the entrepreneurial landscape, but don’t know
how to go about it. With Lab2Market Validate, you’ll be given the
opportunity and space to explore the possibilities of your work.

&‘ m itacs Learn more at

L2M / Launch

Launch your business into
the real world.

Lab2Market Launch equips aspiring innovators and entrepreneurs with
the skills and mindset needed to to lead successful ventures. This
program connects participants with the expertise, resources, and
networks essential for success while driving accountability as they
achieve critical milestones on their entrepreneurial journey.


https://www.lab2market.ca/

Identifying Past Projects Through the Completed Project
Database

13270 Completed Projects

e All previously
funded projects are
listed here

* Might provide
some inspiration
on the types of
projects and
partners

&“4m itacs Mitacs Project Delivery Completed Projects - Mitacs



https://www.mitacs.ca/projects/
https://www.mitacs.ca/projects/
https://www.mitacs.ca/projects/
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Eligibility & Application Process

Sarah Ko

MPH Practicum Officer

Dalla Lana School of Public Health
University of Toronto
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HE

Host Partner Organization

(Lead Partner Contact)

* For Profit Companies .
* Not-for-Profits .
* Hospitals

* Municipalities .
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Student(s)
(Intern(s))

Graduate Students
Undergraduate and
College Students
Postdoctoral Fellows
Recent Graduates

)

Home Academic
Institution

(Lead Academic Supervisor)

e Academic Pl at
DLSPH or UofT



General Application Process

(XXX .
Supports Canadian enterprises Provides opportunities for Allows organizations to
and organizations looking to meaningful talent development stretch their budget for
innovate innovation or R&D

Expression of Interest: Interviews and Project Development Project

Reach out to DLSPH Project Scoping: Students are added to the Submission:
Practicum inbox & Work with DLSPH to application if known, and Applications are signed

Mitacs about a identify interns while the proposal's scope is and submitted to Mitacs

refined further to reflect no later than 6 weeks

their specific skillsets. prior to the planned
practicum term.

placement 4-6 months drafting your proposal
before the planned term. with Mitacs support in
. C ) CJ c

&‘ m itq CS *Review timeline depends on project size and scope.



Application Timeline for Jan2027 MPH Practicum

Mitacs applications are accepted on a rolling basis. If you plan to apply for Mitacs BSI for a
Jan2027 MPH practicum, the deadline to submit an application is mid-November 2026.

* First contact with Modupe to inquire: no later than Friday, September 25, 2026
e Submit first draft to Modupe by: Monday, October 19, 2026
e Submit final draft ready for UofT Office Research signature: November 16, 2026

Please communicate to Modupe Olufemi, Mitacs Business Advisor,

that you’re applying for funding for a practicum intern with Dalla Lana School of Public
Health, UofT.

¢ mitacs
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Application Timeline for Jan2027 MPH Practicum

Jan2027 MPH practicum student recruitment begins September 2026 — mid-
December 2026.

* |t is strongly advised that you have an approved Mitacs application before
submitting a Jan2027 practicum posting to starting
September 2026. You can interview and recruit a student Sept — Dec2026 then
add the intern to the approved Mitacs app via a form.

* On the MPH practicum posting, you can indicate the confirmed practicum
amount $10k or $14,250. Students are more likely to apply if funding is
confirmed.

* We will also accept postings if your Mitacs app has not yet been approved but
you have submitted it. On the MPH practicum posting, we can indicate that the
practicum amount is not confirmed pending Mitacs application outcome.

' mitacs #
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Process for Jan2027 practicum and intern payments at Dalla
Lana School of Public Health, UofT

1. Reach out to Modupe Olufemi, Mitacs Business Advisor, before
September 25, 2026 (the earlier the better - NOW!!).

2. Submit the Mitacs BSI application well before November 16, 2026 (the earlier the
better). A decision will be be made 4-6 weeks after submission.

3. Submit a MPH Practicum Posting on or by emailing the
Practicum Posting form to starting Sept 2026 to recruit
an intern.

Step 2 and 3 can happen at the same time.

4. Once you recruit the intern, add their name to the approved Mitacs app (if already
approved) or add them to the app at the time of application.

5. Partner organization will be invoiced to pay their share of funds.
6. Mitacs will send Dalla Lana School of Public Health the intern’s full amount.

(Sjte;ps 4-6 may take an additional 3-4 weeks if there are no delays, longer if there are
elays.

¢ mitacs
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Process for Jan2027 practicum and intern payments at Dalla
Lana School of Public Health, UofT

7. Once the full amount arrives at the PI’'s account at Dalla Lana School of Public
Health, we will be notified via a Notice of Award.

8. Practicum Office will reach out to student with Notice of Award to set up
monthly payments (end of January, end of February, end of March, end of April)

To ensure students get paid at the end of January, we need to receive the Notice of
Award by early January so students can submit their payroll forms by mid-January.
Delays happen often and students may miss their first 1-2 payments (subsequent
payments will include paid months).

¢ mitacs
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Things to note

e Each mitacs unit must be 4 months long.

* Mitacs BSI applications happen all year round, on a rolling basis. You have up to 2
years to use the funds and name interns. There is no commitment to hire even if
the app is approved.

* You can apply for multiple units across multiple terms ($S15k unit Jan2027,
S15k unit for May2027, S15k unit for Jan2028 for example)

* You can apply for multiple units for the same term (3 students working on the
project for Jan2027)

* If you already know your intern’s name at the time of submitting an application,
you can include it. If you do not, you can indicate TBD and add the intern name
after you recruit them.

' mitacs *



Things to note

* |f you don’t have a UofT Principal Investigator in mind: send
a short description of your project and from which
program you wish to recruit (Epi/HP etc). The practicum office will help connect you with
the Program Directors to best determine who the Academic Pl can be.

* |deally, the Academic Pl’s research will align with the project to ensure strong
academic support throughout the practicum. We are sharing this information early
so that you have time to consider who might be an appropriate Academic PI.

NEW DLSPH admin and processing fee S750 now in effect for reach S15k unit.
* If you apply for S10k unit, the intern receives the full amount. No admin fee.
e For reach S15k unit, the intern receives $15000-S750 = $14,250.

This fee reflects the additional coordination and support required as we have seen a gratifying increase in the volume
of successful Mitacs applications.

¢ mitacs
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Mitacs for future practicum cycles/recent graduates

Apply anytime during the year, once application is approved you can recruit an
intern 2-3 months before the practicum start date and add them to the approved
Mitacs application

You have up to 2 years to name interns on approved Mitacs applications.

Does not have to be used for practicum purposes. Can hire an upper year student
who is just finishing up — recent graduate.

¢ mitacs
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Thanks to our funding partners
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Questions?

Modupe Olufemi, MSc

Linkedin.com/company/Mitacs

mitacs.ca

Sarah Ko
Practicum Office, Dalla Lana School of Public Health UofT

416 978 8844
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